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Re: Comments on the Praposad General Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges
of Green Waste and Composting Within the Ceniral Valley Region

Dear Mr. Brattain,

The City of Bakersfield would like to suggesl a small addition to the propesed order, in the
interes! of conserving public funds while mesting the goal of lhe proposed order. This
would be lo allow green waste lacilities the opporiunily to avoid unnecessary capital
improvements if they can demonstrate thal lhey have no negative eflect on water quality.

For the Bakersfieid facility, lhis would be the case. The City has lhiteen years of
experience operaling ils green wasle composting facilily, which is perhaps one of lhe
langesl operating histories in the central valley. Equipmenl wash water is clarified and
drained lo a sanitary sewer. All of the surface water on the 97 acre facilily is managed
onsile. The ground water quality has been regularly monitored onsile and at the adjacenl
city owned waste waler treatment plant and city owned farm lano used for wasle water
irigation. Thus far, no indication of water quality degradation has been found. Il lherefore
seems unnecessary to construct compost pads as described in the proposed order. Of
course, il would be prudent to regquire sufficient water quality moniloring to ensure that no
future degradation occurs. The proposed order could contain a pravision that, if water
quality degradalion begins to accur due to a greenwaste lacility, then lhe lacility shall lollow
whal is now described in the proposed order. Therefore, we suggest the lollowing text for
consideration. This 1ex{ would probably fit as ilem 26 in the proposed scape, with the
current item 26 Lhen becoming item 27

“Discharges of Green Waste within a facility which has no offsite runoff of surface
water, and which Is regularly monitored for groundwater quality to the satisfaction of
the RWQCB, are conditionally exempt from this Order.”
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the propased order, We certainly suppert the
protection of water resources. Hopefully, that can be accomplished withoul loo much extra
expense {0 the public. If you have queslions about our comments, please contact me via

email or call (661) 326-3109.

Sincerely, / 7/
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Kevin Bames
Solid Waste Manager
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